
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Pre-Kindergarten 
Program 

 
Harrison School 
104 Gray Street 

West Caldwell, NJ 
www.cwcboe.org 

Curriculum 
 

Our pre-kindergarten curriculum will  
address the five main areas of development: 
cognitive, social/emotional, large motor, fine 
motor and language.  
 
Using these developmental areas as a guide, 
lessons are created to include: math, 
science, literacy/language, writing, sensory, 
social studies, technology and visual arts. 
 

We integrate these developmental areas and 
lessons into our classroom using a weekly 
thematic approach.  Some examples 
include: 
 
*All About Me      *Nocturnal Animals 
*Fire Prevention *Farm 
*Dental Health *Senses 
*Insects  *Seasons 
*Shapes  *Plants 
*Holidays Around the World 

 
H.S.A 

 
Our pre-kindergarten program encourages 
parent communication and participation.  
We have an active home/school link that 
helps us plan fundraising events, field trips 
and programs for the pre-kindergarten  
children.   

Meet the Pre-Kindergarten Staff 
 

Mrs. Gersten  
Pre-Kindergarten Teacher 

 
Welcome to Pre-K.  My name is Lauren 
Gersten.  This is my fifth year in the 
Caldwell-West Caldwell School District, and I 
look forward to welcoming each of you into 
our Pre-K program.   
 
Over the past seventeen years, I have 

taught children of various ages.  My favorite 
ages, however, have always been four and 
five-year-olds.  I hold a Bachelor of Science 
in Early Childhood Education and a Masters 
of Arts as a Reading Specialist. 
 
I enjoy reading, listening to music, 
shopping, and taking pictures.  My favorite 
pastime is spending time with my children 
and husband.    
 
I look forward to getting to know you and 
making new memories with all the children 
over the upcoming school year. 
 

Mrs. Z 
Pre-Kindergarten Aide 

 
My name is Victoria Zunicki.  I have worked 
in various capacities with the Caldwell-West 

Caldwell School District.  I have been 
working with the Pre-K program for four 
years.  I enjoy cooking and spending time 
with my family.  I have a son and a 
daughter who grew up in-district, and I am 
very excited to get to know your children.  



Our Philosophy 
 

Our program is designed to meet the      
individual and developmental needs of the 
young child.      
 
We, as parents and educators,  
understand that young children are  
inquisitive by nature.  They desire to  
explore in a safe environment that  
challenges them.  
 

Through a variety of hands-on activities and 
varied materials, this child-centered  
pre-kindergarten program provides  
opportunities for your child to explore and 
thrive personally, cognitively, physically and 
creatively.  

 
Our Goals 

 
*To provide a pleasant transition for your 
child to move between the home and school 
settings 
 
*To create an environment where your child 
feels safe, supported, loved and  
successful   
 
*To maintain your child’s love for learning  
 
*To help your child understand and  

develop positive relationships among  
various ethnic, racial and linguistic groups 
 
*To empower your child in developing  
individual identity, self-discipline and  
independence 
    

Programs 
 

Throughout the year, we introduce our  
children to visitors and experiences that 
complement our curriculum.  Some  
examples include: 
 
*A visit from the fire department 
*Bi-weekly visits from the Caldwell librarian 
*A class trip to the children's theatre 
*A presentation on insects 
*A trip to the zoo 

*A presentation on Pilgrims  
*Chick hatching project 
*Music performances by Big Jeff 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Snack 
 

Included in your child’s tuition is a daily 
snack.  These include healthy choices such 
as: fruits, crackers, etc.   
 

Parent Conferences 

 
Parents receive a progress report in January 
and June.  In February, parents can meet 
formally with the teacher to discuss the  
progress report.  The teacher is also  
available for informal discussions throughout 
the school year. 

Family Events 
 

Several times throughout the year, we have 
family events where parents are invited into 
the classroom.  We hold a Back to School 
night in September.  In December, we have 
a Holiday Sing put on by the children.   
During May and June, we have our Mother’s 
Day and Father’s Day celebrations.  At the 
end of the year, the children have a  
Graduation celebration. 
 

Tuition 
 

Our tuition is collected on a monthly basis 
over a ten-month period.  Two sessions are 
available: 9-11:30 AM or 9-1 PM.  Each  
session is offered 3,4 or 5 days-a-week. 
 
9-11:30 AM 
5 days-a-week - $360 a month 
4 days-a-week - $310 a month 
3 days-a-week - $260 a month 
 
9-1 PM**  
5 days-a-week - $560 a month 
4 days-a-week - $485 a month 
3 days-a-week - $410 a month 
 
**After attending the AM session, these  
children stay and enjoy a lunch with friends 
(lunch provided from home) followed by age 

appropriate activities.  Some examples  
include: gross/fine motor, math/literacy and 
computer time. 
 
Availability for both programs is on a first-
come, first-serve basis.    


